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NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, R. 1.

January 4, 1952

Dear Mr. Kawakami:

I have now returned from leave and, during the past
Several days, have been working on Admiral Toyodats
decisions with relation to the employment of carrier
aireraft from land bases, I am therefore sending
you these pages - some to replace those already in
the book and others new, If you have any thoughts
on them I should appreciate what you have to say.

With hopes that you and Mrs. Tanaka, as well as others
in Admirel Heffernan's office have enjoyed a Merry
Christmas and with best wishes for a Happy New Year,

I am,

Sincerely,

TSN T WP

R. W. BATES -

Encl: Pages No. 27 to 33 inclusive - Orange Side Battle
For Leyte Gulf.

Mr, Clarke H, Kawakami,

Office of the Chilef of Naval Operations,
Naval Records and History Section,

Room 2515,

Washington 25, D.C,




NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND

9 January 1952

Dear ¥r. Kawakami:

Your letter of 4 January, describing the methods used in ex-
tracting the DesOpOrds of 6FGB and other units has been re-
ceived and I am sure the material will prove very valusble in
my analysis.

I note your remarks and suggestions in regard to translating
the land based Naval Alr material. I am willing in these
cases to make the exceptions you deslre but I wish to stress
again two points:

(2) While it is true that we cannot, due to the time ele-
ment , translate every page of every minor sction report, I
do not want to miss any item which may be of assistance to ne
in analyzing the Command Decisions. I agree that it is not
worth while to become bogged down in the detailed actions of
individual planes or unimportant air units, but I do not want
to miss out on items which might be of assistance to me in my
ma jor concern - i.e. Command.

(b) While it is true that we will need translations cov-
ering the perlod 15-25 October in order to analyze the naval

battles, my major concern now is the filling in of the picture
up to 0719 October 17th. Therefore, I would like you to gen-
erally favor the period prior to October 17th at tnis time,
particularly those items which will help to portray adequately
the Japanese situations as of 0600, October 10th and each
morning thereafter including any strength figures of air units
and any estimates upon which the Japanese Command based their
decisions.

Naturally, 1f the documents will not be available later, or
if the time required to translate items covering the latter
part of October is not unduly great, then it would be better
to translate them at the same time as earlier items.




I believe that the material you have uncovered will give me
an adequate picture of 6FGB, and I hope you will be able to
do as well for SFGB and 4th Air Army. Also, I hope we can
get some information later on the submerine activities. With
kindest regerds, I am

Sincerely,

XS\ RN 5

R. W. BATES

Mr. Cla rke H. Kawakami

Room 2515

Office of Naval Records and History Seetion
Office of Chief of Naval Operations

Navy Department

Washington 25, D.C.




NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, R. L.

January 17, 1951

Dear Mr, Kawakami:

Thank you very much for your prompt comments concerning
Japanese Command Relations, It appears that with very
limited change many of your comments can be readily
incorporated into the Chapter. You have written with
great fullness and it shows great knowledge - certainly
far gbove mine - concerning Japanese Command Procedures.

We agree here, in general, with nearly everything you
have said with the possible exception of the comment
concerning the Army and Navy General Staff. We have
orders here in our collection which were issued by the
Naval General Staff without any indication that they had
flowed from Imperial General Headquarters., Naturally,

I want -to get this correct. We feel that if you could
see one of the orders you would modify your comment.on

this point,

I like your critical ability and your comments are very
much "on the ball."™ I am learning steadily, I hope.

With best wishes to you and Mrs. Tanaka and anyone else
who might be interested, I am,

Sincerely yours,

A U

R.W. BATES

Mr., Clarke H., Kawakami,

Office of Naval Records and History,
Room 2517,

Navy Department,’

Washington 25, D.,C,




Dear Mr, Xawskemi:

I enjoyed my discussions with you down there with relation

?Mtﬁﬁ t: ety hg‘;?been ing'in du gg
appreciate the research you do: endeayo;

to bring up the background, I also enjoyed my lunch with

you and Roger. You fellows live in style ~ hore we ars

cafeteris feod, ‘ :

I = very mnxious to obtaln the dispatches snd other pgpers
m&mmm.smme«m@ummgmmgﬂw ‘
past week. Howewver, except for that dsta,in gemeral I want
no more background dats which 1s not 2lready translated,

!hemonisthatxlnvaibamdirecteétoget'wtmyﬁrst
wlume this summer sid we mmst move on. Of oourse, In this

ti«;n, Wiﬂmg@gfmﬁmmm -

The date I neod now to complete the work up to October 17th
embraces, in a large part, the following attacks by ths Third
Fleet, China Based Aircrart, and Jupanese Ammy and Navy Alr
Units, The translations which you have slready sent us
furnish considersble information, but it is poasible that you
may have discovered more information during your research,

If such is not the case, then Please let me know so that I

muy proceed with what I have,

(1) Dmmage sustained by Japsnese, including planes, ships
and ground installatioms, g bombing ettacks of': ’

(a) Third Fleet sgainst Ryukyus on 16 oct.

(b} Third Pleet against Appari on 11 Oct.

{c) Third Pleet sgainst Heito Natlsuysmm and Kag?
Airfields, Taleao shipping, and Karenko ground
installations {and others in the ssme ares) snd
Northern Formosa, on 12 Oot,

~l.




{d) Third Fleet against Heito, Oksysma, Efnsnsho,

- Talto, Xagl, Toko Seaplane Base, snd other
alrflelds Iin the atrike ares, as wsll as

{e) Third Fleet sgainst Oksysma, Heito, Reigaryo,
Shinchiku, Xarenko, Tafen, Matsuyama and other
losser s and Installations, on 14 Oot.

(£) ggdneetmgwmd»mg,mu

{2} Third Fleet agninst Mh ares, fields, on
. 18 Oot. L : i

" (h) Chins Based Afrereft sgainst Ckayama, Tafchu
Alrfield and Nakustu Island, In the Pescadoves
on - :

(1) Ching Based Afrcraft against Ckaysms, Hoito, and
Takso as well as other targets on. 16 Ost,

{2) Results claimed and dmmage sust®ined by Jepanese during
mmmmmmwtmlz,ls.li,lﬁ,mam%h :

The remson for desiring the above spesific dste now is that the

bock must be reviewsd by = bomrd here mnd I want to get it
reviewed not later than April, As @ matter of fact, Admirel

g:ﬁ.tt is going to review, in Harch, what we have written to
“‘ B .

With kindest regards, I am,
Sincerely,

B.¥W. BATES

Rr, Clarke H. Kawskami,

Office of Haval Records and History,
Room 2517,

Navy Department, »

Kashingtm 253 B.C.




NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND

February 14, 1952

Dear lr. Kawakami:

Thank you very much for your additional information which was
received today. It is all very helpful and will assist me
greatly in producing the correct narrative from which I hope to
draw sound conclusions on command.

I was particularly pleased to receive it since Cormander
Hartmann will be detached in June and I desire to finish Volume
I before he leaves. This volume will cover operations up to
0719, October 17th. Commander Hartmann has been working with
Captain Rochefort on the Japanese air operations while I have
been working with Captain Rochefort on the other Jepanese data.
I nope that as you complete your translations you will forward
them promptly so that I may complete the smooth menuscript.

It seems to me that the data that I now need to complete the
work up to 0719, October 17th, embraces in a large part the
results of the air attacks by the Third Fleet and by the China
Based Aircraft against OKINAWA, FORLIOSA and the PHILIPFIVES and,
in return, the results reported by Japanese planes sgainst the
Third Fleet. Of course, I realize that you have already sent

us considerable information on these matters, but it is possible
that you may have discovered more information during your more
recent research which you have not had time, as yet, to trans-
late or which, if already translated, you have not forwarded.

The additional data which I am seeking covers:

(2) The damage sustained by the Japanese in planes (both
Army end Navy), shippingyand ground and harbor installations,
because of Allied air strikes. These strikes are here listed
to facilitate your consideration of them. »

(1) Third Fleet against Ryukyus on 10 Oct.

(2) Third Fleet against Aparri on 11 Oct.

(3) Third Fleet against Heito, Matsuyama and Kagi
Airfields, Takao shipping, and Karenko ground
installations (and others in the same area) and
Northern Formosa, on 12 Oct.




Third Fleet against Heito, Okayama, Einansho, Taito,
Kagi, Toko Seaplane Base, and other airfields in

the strike area, as well as Pescadores, Miyako Jima,
and Ishigaki Jima, on 13 Oct.

Third Fleet against Okayama, Heito, Reigaryo,
Sinchiku, Karenko, Taien, Matsuyama and other lesser
airfields and installations, on 14 Oct.

Third Fleet against Aparri and Ioaog, on 14 Oct.
Third Fleet against Manila area, fields, on 16 Oct.
China Based Aircraft against Okayama, Tsichu Airfield
and Nakushu Island, in the Pescadores on 14 Oct.
China Based Aircraft against Okayama, Heito, and
Takao as well as other targets on 18 Oct.

(b) The results claimed and the damaged sustained by the
Japanese during their air attacks on the Third Fleet on 12, 13,
14, 15, 16, October 1944,

Perhaps you have discovered some new data in the last material
from Tolkyo which Captain Rochefort brought to you. If you have
not already done so, this new material, vhich I understand is in
very limited volume, should be translated as Captain Rochefort
thinks thet it 1s very valuable for our purposes here, and should
answer some of the questions concerning the 6th Base Air Force.

The reason for desiring the above specific data now is that the
book should be reviewed by a board here and I want to get it in
the hands of the reviewers not later than the end of April. As
a matter of fact, Admiral H.K. Hewitt is going to review, in
iisreh, what we have written to date.

after reasonable effort, you cannot find additicnel data on

if,
the several items of (a) and (b) above, please advise me so that
we can go ghead knowing that we have gll that there is.

Finally, I want you to know how much I enjoyed my discussions
with you down there with relation to matters under consideration
here at the Var College, and how much I appreciate the research
you have been doing in endeavoring to bring up the background.
I also enjoyed my lunch with you and Roger. You fellows live in
tyle - here we are cefeteria fed.
kindest regards to yourself, to Ilrs. Tenaka and to Roger
neau, I am,

Very sincerely yours

"R.W. BATES
Iir, Clarke H. Xawakami,
Room 2517,
Office of Naval Recorcs and History,
Navy Department
V.ashington 25, D.C.
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NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, R. I

February 15, 1952,

Dear Mr, Kawakami:

I am having difficulty in discerning the command relstion
which existed between Toyoda on Formosa and his Chief of
Staff at Hiyoshi., Some of the dispatches have been
translated to say that the CinC, Combined Fleet issued some
order and then it refers to DesOpOrd 331, But, the Des-
OpOrd numbers were kept at Hiyoshi. Again there are special
DesOpOrders from Formoss which are indicated as from CinC,
Combined Fleet, What I am interested in discovering is this.
How did Toyoda and his Chief of Staff maintain contact?

Was it by telephone? By cable? By radio? By special
messenger? Or not at all? Captain Rochefort believes, and
he might well be right, that the DesOpOrds were a1l issued
from Tokyo, and all by the Chief of Staff, whether it says
so or not, withou necessarily referring them to To oda,

and that the special DesOpOrds which were Issued from
Formosa were by Toyoda himself, = °

The reason why I am concerned is that I have discovered that
i

e order directing the carrier Planes to prepare for land-
based duty whereas the ordsr may have come fram the Chier

of StaftTy It would appear as if such an order should properly
have come from Toyoda, :

Have you any thoughts in this matter?

I wish that you would drop everything to give me a clarificat-
ion of the above if you can. Meanwhile, I will ecall you at
10 o'clock on Tuesday, February 19th in Roger Pineau's office.

Mind you, I don't care how this system worked, T merely want
to know the mechanics of it,

With best regards, I am,
Very sincerely yours,

QEEEUST‘:;L—J-£‘—\JﬁB -

~ .
R.W. BATES,

Mr, Clarke H. Kawakami,

Office of Naval Records and History,
Room 2517, Navy Department,
Washington 25, D.C.
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NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, R. 1.

February 26, 1952

Dear Mr., Kawsgkami:

This is just a note to thank you very much for the
highly productive manner in which you are providing
this command with data which is necessary for the
proper completion of our work.

In your searches, if you happen to find the physical
location of CinC, Mobile Force, I should like to obtain
it., That is, was he, on October 10th, in his flagship
and if so, what ship was it at that time and where was
it, or was he ashore? That is, did he have shore
headquarters, if so, where? In such case, when did he
embark in his flagshiv on or after October 10th?

Also, we have no definite information concerning the
searches out of KANOYA for October 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th,
16th, 17th. We do know that some were run by the 12th
Recco Unit on several of these days, but their report
does not indicate the sector searched. Possibly some
other units in that area also carried out searches. Do

you have, at hand, any further information on this?
Please don't give this too much of your time as KANOYA
searches, while informative, are not important.

Best regards to you and Mrs. Tanaka, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

B\ S WP

R.W. BATES,

Mr. Clarke H. Kawakami,

- Office of Naval Records and History,
Room 1534, Main Navy,

Navy Department,

Washington 25, D,C,




. ’

NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, R. I.

February 28, 1952

Desr Mr. Kawakemi:

A couple of questions have arisen. 1In connection
therewith, I would appreciate it if you would send me up
the War Diary of Mobile Forece for October 1944, if
available,

What I am looking for sre some main points such as
the physical location of 653 and 634 Air Groups and earriers
on about October 10th and I can't see asking you to seareh
for this as it would keep you from more important searches,

I am sending you beak slso the War Diaries of Crudiv
5, etec., under separate cover.

With very best regards to you, Roger and Mrs, Tanaks,

I am,
Very sincerely yours,

4

\ .

\J%J. ROCHEHORT,
Captain, U.S. Navy.

Encl (SC) - WD Crudiv 5, ete.

Mr, Clarke H, Kawakami,

Office of Naval Records and History,
Room 1534, Main Navy,

Navy Department,

Washington 25, D.C,.




STANDARD FORM NO. 64

o ) R . o
‘O]ﬁ% Memomndum « UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Senor Kawakami DATE: March 4, 1952
FROM  : Commodore R.W. Bates, USN

supject: ~ Japanese data; request for

1. As s matter of interest,and without throwing you off your stride in
the air data for Hartmann,can you t ell me:

(a) What destroyers did Commander Striking Force send to: s

(1) Assist in transferring 653rd Alr Group from Cardiv 4/
to southern Kyushu? (One of these was to be the HATSUHARU).

(2) Assist in transferring 634th Alr Group?

(b) Wers the orders issued by Comdr Striking Force by dispatech or by
telephone, etc?

(c) Did the destroyers go?




ﬁfﬁm& e - . ®
*Oﬂice Memomndum « UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : DATE:

SUBJECT:

-2-

2, This data should be readily located in Desron 11 or Desdiv 61,

It is not in Desron One,



e e - - e
-Oﬁice Memomnd%m o« UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Mr, Clerke H, Kawzkami DATE: 29 February 1952,
FROM Commodore R.,W, Bates, USN (Ret).

SUBJECT: Japanese translations, typed coples; dispeosition of

1, I have noted with considerable surprise that an original and five (5)
copies of your translations are required. I have been trying to discover
where they went and I find out, more by rumor than fact, that you get

two (2) eopies and Roger Pinesu gets two (2) for Admiral Mgrison,

2. It was my understanding that there would be two (2) copies for the
War College (one for my office and one for the War College Archives)
one for your file in Washington and one for Admiral Morison. Where do

the others go?

3. Can you clear this up for me? Extra copies take time and lebor and
affect operation costs which all of us are econcerned with these days,

LSV § W W

-~

R .W . BATES ]




e o ° - _ ® |
-0]7‘26‘6 Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Mr. Clarke H, Kawakami DATE: 6 March 1952

Commodore R.W. Bates, USN

supject: Trip to Washington

1, I sm coming to Washington early next week to attend to some matters
in the Pentagon. I will try and drop in to see you.

2, With best regards, I am,

X5SF o - S

R.W. BATES.




.SI"ANDARDFORMNO.“ ‘ | ' ) . | |
Oﬁﬁce Memomndz;m e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Mr, Clarke H, Kawakemi DATE: 29 February 1952

Commodore R,W, Bates, USN (Ret),.

suject: Flow of information

l, We are delighted with the flow of information up here, but dont't
knoek yourself out, I understand that whisky is not availsble for
resuscitetion purposes in Maein Navy, If 1t is, Admirel Heffernan
must have it for soothing purposes and has given me, as yet, none,
Perhaps you have discovered it.

2, You and Mrs, Tanake may go to the head of the classl

SV s VTG

L 3

R.W. BATES.




NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, R. L

March 26, 1952,

Dear Kewakami:

With reference to the Commodoret!s question, another point
has been bothering me, viz,.

On 10 Oct CinC, GF directed that operational planes of
Cardiv!s 3 and 4 be readied for shore-based (KICHI)
operations,

On 12 Oct CinC, GF ordered planes of 3 Sf and
4 Sf to be placed under the operational control of 6 FGB.

In the translations we have, the message of the 12th
has been rendered as "planes capable of land-based operati-
ons®, which is confusing because, if the planes were capable
of carrler operations they were certainly capable of land-
based operations, which means that practically all, if not
ell, 3 Sf and 4 Sf would be transferred, Actually only 154
were transferred., On the assumption that GF meant something
" else, I have gone to the ZUIKAKU copy of the dispstch
contalined in ZUIKAKU War Diary and have come up with the
following translation.

cese All plmes which are flyable (or operable) from
shore bases ..o

The ZUIKAKU copy reads as follows: N

; +e++ NO KICHI SAKUSEN KANO (KO SE HA) ZEN ] {_RYOKU WO
| SHITE .... FHLE 7

If the part in the paren is read - (if navigable)
allowing for the omission of the NIGORI it seems to make
sense, 4

If you have another copy I would appreciate your
comments on the above,

My thought is that CinC meant - "transfer all Cardiv
3 end 4 planes which can operate - that i1s which are
flysble from - shore bases to 6 FGB." The idea being -
transfer all planes which can get off the ground st a shore
base and reach the target.

Best .egi ds,

4
/ {de HI :)u"/




NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, R. L

March 26, 1952

Dear Mr, Kawakami:
A matter has arisen here which is of great interest to me.

CinC, Combined Fleet, on October 12th, directed Commander
FIRST Mobile Force to place all air units of Cardiv 3 and

4 cepable of operating from land bases to the tactical
commend of the Commander SIXTH Base Air Force (CinC, DesOpOrd
No., 344) (ZUIKAKU War Diary - WDC Document 161636).

As a consequence of this dispatch Commander Mobile Force in
, consultation with ths Steff of Commander SIXTH Base Air
} Force agreed that 26 Zero fighters, 23 fighter-bombers, 29
Tenzans, and 5 cerrier attack planes of Cardiv 3 were to be
£~based at KAGO SHIMA, and that 40 Zero fighters of Cardiv
4 would be based at KANOYA, 9 carrier bombers st KOKUBU, 10
Tenzans at KAGO SHIMA and 12 seaplane bombers at IBUSUKI.
All of the sbove is also contained in the War Diary ZUIKAKU,
and is a dispatch marked 121636,

What I am interested in discovering is (a) how many planes
and what type were in the 634th Air Group (Cardiv 4) and in
the 653rd Air Group (Cardiv 3), Ozawa, in his interrogation
page 220 of NAV No, 55 Vol I indicates that roughly 150
planes were sent to Formosa leaving him 110 planes. This
indicates a probable total of 260, Can you discover glso:

(1) The complement of planes and types for each carrier?
- _(2) Why the number of plasnes asvailable for land duty

were but 83 1n Cardiv 3, and 71 in Cardiv 4 or
roughly a 60% avallability?
(3) Was this possibly because the planes were being
" processed for land service and only this % was

available?
(4) Did the remaining planes of Cardiv's 3 and 4 remain

under Commander Mobile Force?

-

S—

I am enclosing a prospective page on the operations of
Commander Mobile Force.

With best regards to you and Mrs. Tangks, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

R.W. BATES.

E%;i;ations of Cdr Mobile Force (2 pages)




'STANDAR‘D FORM NO. 64 . | ) ) .
0]7';6‘6 Memorandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO . Mr. Clarke H. Kawakami DATE: 3 April 1952
Captaln J.,J. Rochefort, USN

susject:  COPY of Japanese translation; request for

1. You have been mailed (inadvertently) five (5) copies of -
SUBJECT: Supplementary Materisl, 6 FGB Operations Orders re; SHO

Operations,

2, One copy is required for the War College Archives,

3. Please return one copy to me.



o s ® .. ® |
-Oﬁice Memomndum . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Mr, Clarke H., Kawgksemi DATE: S April 1952

Commodore R,W. Bates, USKN

SUBJECT: | Japanese translations

l. Thank you very much for your last two papers which you sent here.
The one concerning Admirsl Ozawa'!s comments on September 10th regarding
SHO was exactly what I was seeking and it is definitely helpful. The
papers received today concerning the composition of the Air Groups

on the carriers are also very much to the point snd your analysis

seems very thorough,

2. Captain Rochefort says, "KO SEBA means, 'if navigable! in Jspsnese

jargon."

R.W. BATES,

3¢ My thanks to you and Mrs, Tanska,




@ . e
Oﬁice Memomndum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Mr. Clarke H., Kawakami DATE: 25 March 1952,

: Commodore R,W. Bates, USN

supject: lranslations; request for

Enel: (1) Copy of ltr from GHQ FEC Mil.Hisbt.Sect., APO 500,
(2) Imperial Navy in the Last Stage, Admiral Soemu Toyods,

1, I will eppreciate the translation of the part of the enclosed
book which i1s marked as soon as practicsble.

2. For youginformation I am enclosing a copy of a letter from Tokyo
pertaining to the seme subject, ,

R.W. BATES,



‘l' : GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
FAIR EAST COMMAND
Military History Section, Special Unit

APO 500
14 March 1952

President, Naval War College
Naval War College, '
Newport, R.I,

Dear Sir:
Reference your letter of 21 February 1952,

Most of the orders to the Combined Fleet during the period
10-20 October were issued from the Headquarters Combined Fleet
at Hiyoshi in the neme of the CinC of the Combined Fleet and
were not the results of orders originating from Admirsl Toyoda,
The orders from Hiyoshl were designated as Des Op Ord No, *
Admiral Toyoda also issued orders when he thought it necessary -
and these orders were designated Des Spec Op Ord No, s the -
distinguishing factor being the insertion of the word ™Specisl,"

Before Admiral Toyoda left Hiyoshi for an inspection trip
tc Luzon, he gave the following general instructions to his
Chief of Staff, Vice Admiral Kusaka: "After careful consulta=-
tions with the Navy General Staff, the necessary decisions and
orders should be issued from Hiyoshi heasdquarters in the name
of the CinC, Combined Fleet." Admiral Toyoda stopped off at
Shinchiku, Formosa after his trip to Luzon and during this per-
lod he did not take direct command, This was due to the fact
Tthat he had with him only two staff officers (Deputy Chief of
Staff and an Air Operations Staff Officer) and further the poor
communications facilities at Shinchiku precluded elose ligison
with the various fleet headquarters.

One instance where Admiral Toyoda did exercise his command

was when U,S. carrier-borne aircraft raided Formosa, At 0930 on-
the day of the attack, Hiyoshi headquarters had alerted the Base
Alr Force and Admirel Toyoda also alerted the Base Alr Force, unae
ware that Hiyoshl headquarters hed slready done so sbout three hours
eerlier, Upon learning this fact, Admiral Toyoda took it for grant-

ed that Hiyoshi headquarters would issue further orders to effect
the so called Sho Operations, By the follewing dsy, however, no
orders had been issued, therefore, Admiral Toyode wired (telegram)
Yihoshl suggesting that "the orders to begin the operations be
issvwed from Hiyoshi after a thorough discussion with the Navy
Section, Imperial General Headquarters.,m

, In reference to your para. 3¢, Admiral Toyoda did not eonsult
Vice Admiral Fududome concerning the situetion at that time, In
fact Vice Admiral Fududome was st Kanoya, Kyushu at the time of
the attack,

The sbove information was obtalned from "Imperisl Na in the
Last Stage™, Admiral Soemu Toyoda, (Tokyo, 1950), ppe 152=5 and

le COPY




"Statements of Japanese Officisls on World War II, Vol IV", Mili-

tary History Section, FEC, p, 20, Statement of Rear Admiral Takata;
Toshitane, Coples of both sources are attached,

/s/ JAMES M. MILLER
JAMES M. MILLER
Lt Colonel, Inf
Executive




NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, R. L.

April 15, 1952,

Dear Mr. Kawakami:

As I am not sure whether or not Roger Pineau has departed,
I am sending this to you with the request that you deliver
it to him or send it on to Tokyo as necessary.

As you know, we have queried ZQ at Tokyo for additional
information; the more important items of which are:

(a) Japenese 2ir documents perfaining to Battle for
Leyte Gulf., Particularily those of Fourth Air

Army (Philippines).

(b) Estimates of the Situation prepared by the more
responsible commands during September and October.

In addition, Captain Rochefort wrote a personal letter to
Captein Pearce, elsborating on the sbove to include:

(8) CinC, Combined Fleet OpOrds 83 and 85 of August.
(b) Submarine OpOrds, Battle Reports, War Diaries, etc.

To date we have received a microfile of 6 FGB orders, snd a
typed 1ist of some other orders, including a 6th Fleet report
on submarines covering the period 1 Jan-31 March 1945, This
material has proven very valuable except for the submarine
report which does not deal with the Leyte Gulf action.

I should appreciste Pineau's contacting Captaein Pearce snd
Colonel Hartman of the Historical Division GHQ, and after
conveying my personsl theanks for thelr fine cooperastion, to
ascertain if there 1s any additionsl information which could
be made available to us, particularily on submarines and

Fourth Air Army,




While, I don't believe, based on past experience, that any
personal interview of Toyoda, Kurita et sl would .be especlally
valuable in view of the fsulty memories after seven years, I
do belleve that it would be worthwhile if those officers have
documents, prepared at the time, which could be made availsble
to us by GHQ. Prior to teking this step, Colonel Hartman
should be consulted.

With our best wishes for a successful trip to Tokyo for Monsieur
Pinesu, and with best wishes to yourself and to Mrs. Tanaka,
I am,

Sincerely yours,

R S A

R.W. BATES.

Mr. Clarke H. Kawakami,

Office of Navel Records & History,
Room 1534, MAIN NAVY,

Navy Department,

Weshington 25, D.C.




NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, R. L

April 21, 1952

Dear Mr. Kawaksmi:

Thenk you for your continued interest in the translations
and for ensuring that they are correct.

For your information, we are finishing October 14th. I
will send you the draft of what I have written of the
Japanese Operations presently, as I know that you are
interested,

I wish you would ask Roger Pinesu if he can obtain, in
Japan, a photograph of Admiral Isoroku Yamasmoto, who was
CinC, Combined Fleet at the time of the Battle of Savo
Island; of Vice Admirsl Gunichi Mikaws, who commanded the
8th Fleet in that action; of Rear Admiral Aritomo Goto,
who commanded the Support Force, that is, CruDiv 6, there;
of Rear Admirsl Mitsuharu Matsuyama, who commanddCruDiv
18, there, and of Rear Admiral Sadayoshi Ysmada, who
commanded the Fifth Air Attack Force.

For your information, these photographs are desired for

the fi1lm being made of that action.

I know, of course, that Morison, in his Volume V, has
photographs of Yamamoto and Mikawa and we may be forced
to use them if we cannot get others.

Best to you.
Sincerely yours,

(st b,

R.W. BATES.

Mr., Clarke H. Kawaksami,

Office of Naval Records and History,
Room 1534, MAIN Navy,

Navy Department,

Washington 25, D.C,.




NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, R. L

MEMORANDUM to be discussed with Mr, Kawakami:

Both Commander Hartmann and I are not clear about your
writeup concerning the situation estimate on September 17th.
You may be correct-that they actually expected a two-prong
offensive simultaneously, in which case the First Striking
Force would react against the North invasion force, Again,
1t could well be that the Japanese expected a two-prong
invasion, but net simultaneous. In other words, they expected
a landing in the Southern Philippines, Also, it appears that
the First Striking Force would not be used under any circume-
stances against a Southern landing, If this latter 1is true,
it makes sense, as Allied land based alreraft would be nesar
by.

It seems most logical to say that the Japanese expected
lendings in the Southern.Philippines which they would endesavor
to beat off with land based air power and land defenses., It
also seems loglcal to say that the Japanese expected that if
their air power did not prove effective then the Allies would
also land in the Central or Northern Philippines., In such
case, the First Striking Force would be used against the Allied

invasion forces in the North.,




NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND

May 26, 1952

Dear Mr. Kawakami:

Thank you very much for the dope on the Supply Force. I am
trying to find a sultaeble reading glass, and if so, may be
able to do something. I had the photostat blown up, but it
just made bad matters worse. '

I am not sure whether I mentioned the matter or not when I
was down there, but would like to get some information, if
available, regarding the fueling at Lingga by the three
BatDivts, CruDiv FOUR and DesRon TWO. I did not find any
information in the War Diarles of BatDiv ONE or the other
ships, contained I think, in WDC 161636, nor 1s there any
mention made of 1t in the Action Report of Bathiwv ONE, which
I have with me now.

Commodore 1s rather keen on any additional information on
the Philippine air side between 17th and 22nd October. I
am extracting a fair amount subsequent to the 23rd from the
Action Report of BatDiv ONE and I think that the situation
after the 22nd or 23rd is not too bad now.

I assured the Commodore that, in my opinion and I believe
in your opinion, there is not much information available in
the Archives that could be extracted in a reasonable length
of time, that is without extremely extensive translations
involving years. I am still hopeful of getting some addi-
tional information of submarines from Tokyo, failing that I
kmow of no other source.

I know that you and I have talked this matter over repeat-
edly, and all we can do 1s to leave no stone unturned to
dig up additional sources. I know you will keep this in
mind.

I enjoyed my trip very much particularly in talking both to
you and Mrs. Tanaka. Trusting that the weather 1s not get-
ting too uncomfortable for you, I am, with very best wishes,

Very sincerely yours,

[} E -
2 ﬁaptain, U.Sj Navy.




NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, R. L

June 5, 1952

Dear Mr, Keawakaomi:

Thank you very much for your fine letter of May 28th
relative to your continued employment with the Navy. I
understand your problem thoroughly and in gemeral econcur
wilth your views and have so advised Mr, Cassidy. Perhaps
by the time you have seen this letter, Mr, Cassidy will
have reconsulted you.

I can not agree with the thought that there is not much
more trasnslation work to be done., Certainly if we consider
only the top commander's reports your view would be correct.
However, in my experlence over the years in this work, I
have discovered that by translating the individusl ships

a better picture can be obtained than by basing everything
from the commander's reports., What I am after, in this
enalysis, is not only what the commander thought, but the
feeling within the command., In meny of the lesser ship
reports there are statements and dispatches of great
consequence and importance which ars often not found in
the top commander'!s reports at all. So, it is my plan to
endeavor to translate more or less completely the lesser
ship reports -- perhaps not all of them, but certainly
most of them, For example, at the present time we are
preparing to do Surigao Strait as a side dish to the back-
ground work which is stlll underway. In this comnection,
I note that you say, "There is nothing except the Ushio
left for 2 YB," I had hoped that there might be something
from the Nachi since 80 many of her papers were found in
her hull after she sank,

To return to the original discussion -- for a necessity of

a Civil Service rating. I have been advised by the
responsible bureaus that the contractusl idea is out in

this case, Punds evidently are not available. Besides

for reasons which I do not entirely know, the Navy Department
prefers to have people Civil Service.

I hope, presently, to hear that one way or another that this
situation has been smicably settled and that you are still

with us,




-2-

Perhaps by now you have r eceived the preliminary draft

of the Japanese side through October 15th, When I have
completed the 16th, which I am working on now, I will

send it also, I hope you will find time to read it and

if you see any errors on technical matters I hope you

will feel free to comment thereon. The strategy and tactics
in-it, as expressed to date, seems to be correct since they
have been thoroughly sappraised by Admiral H.K. Hewitt, a
recognized Naval suthority and former CinC in Europe. So,
I am not concerned on that score, but I =sm concerned that
here and there I may not have had sll the facts which you,
with your considerable knowledge of Japanese affairs, may
have,

I dont't want you to go into this draft in the great detall
that you did on the earlier pages as the time is short,

but I do want you to go into it with your customary thorough-
ness wherever you can. Since Commander Hartmann will be
leaving around the 18th, if you can return the papers by

that time it will be of great help to me.,

Finally, I hope that Monsieur Pinesu is forwarding to you
the materisl which he is collecting for us without waiting
to bring 1t home when he comes., I don't know when he

plans to return, but I do know that I should like to get,
very shortly, an idea as to the nature of this material and

its applicability to the period before October 1l7th.
With best regards to you and Mrs, Tenaka, I sm,
Very sincerely yours,
O Sadin.
R.W. BATES.
Mr. Clarke H, Kawgkami,
Office of Naval Records and History,

Room 1534, MAIN NAVY,
Washington 25, D.Ce




	Previous Folder
	Next Folder
	Back to Index

